Yellow single crystals of optical quality have been grown from the solution prepared by mixing equimolar amounts of ethanolamine and L(+)-tartaric acid by evaporation at room temperature.
Discussion
The structure and properties of salts of tartaric acid have captivated scientist from a remarkably diverse range of disciplines, including solid-state physics [ 1 ] , wine making technology [2] . This family of compounds attract significant attention because of their ability to exhibit nonlinear optical effects [3] . In the title compound, the monovalent anion exists in the expected trans configuration; the torsion angle of the C-C-C-C backbone is -178.1(3)°. The conformation of the tartrate ion is similar to that found in other tartrates [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] [9] . The two halves of the tartrate anion, consisting of atoms CI, C2, Ol, 02,03 and C3, C4,04,05,06 form individual planes, the dihedral angle between them being calculated 53.1(1)°. This dihedral angle has been reported to be 63° in tartaric acid [10] , 54.6° in D-tartaric acid [6] , 69° in sodium D-tartrate dihydrate [11] , 90° in strontium tartrate trihydrate [5] , 62° in ammonium tartrate [12] , 41° in manganese(II) L-tartrate [13] , 57.3° in potassium hydrogen L(+)-tartrate [9] , and significantly smaller [32. 16(12) °] in aminoethylammonium tartrate [14] . The intra-hydrogen-bond distances 04-05 and Η14-05 are 2.622(5) Ä and 2.32(7) Ä, respectively, and the hydrogen-bond angle 04-H14-05 is 102 (5) 
